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its wild pranks and act in a maddening impulsive way,
nor will such an intellect allow itself to be cowed
down by the threatening aspect of the challenge and
ran away from its fields of activity into a cowardly
retreat of inertia and dumbfoundedness. Here is
Nachiketas surprisingly bombed by a most unexpec-
ted development around and about him in the external
world of his relationships. And like a true matured
intellect he quietly retires to ponder over, to analyse,
to discriminate, and to judge.
In that quietude he gains his balance by a refer-
ence to his knowledge of the ever-truthful Sastras
and the sacred words of the learned masters. It is
a Sastric injunction and an Aryan code of morality,
that the duty of a disciple or a son is to be ever impli-
cit in the seva of his Teacher or his father. With
reference to the execution of duty to a Guru the
disciples are classified under three heads: (a) the
best, (b) the so-so? and (c) the bad.
6The best* ones are those who, knowing the wish
of the Guru, always serve him; the so-so are those
who are infallibly obedient and execute any order
from the Guru when expressly commanded: and the
bad ones are those despicable wretches who fail to
execute even when commanded by the Guru. Here, in
our story, Gautama was to Nachiketas both father
and Guru in one. Hence these words from tlie son-
disciple, Nachiketas.
"With reference to the above Sastric injunction
we shall now easily understand what exactly was in